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In order to identify transfer agreements which are 
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the state higher education agencies played an important role in their 
devflopaent; (3) there was little consistency in the baccalaureate 
degree designations for the completion of technical programs of 
instructioL; («) for the irost part, 'curses taken at state vocational 
schools have r.ct been transferable; and (5) there was a wider 
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In a society js tecnnologica) as ours, it is not surprising lu 
Ic4in tlijt technical insiruccion m a wide variety o» tields is 
hemg extended beyond the community college into senioi 
ct^lleges and universities. Many tradilional barriers to the 
transler ot credits in leclmical courses from two ycar to lour- 
year institutions are being reviewed and inuditied. Slate 
agencies iot higlier education m several states are encour- 
aging the )()nil planning ot course sequences between 
connnumty colleges and universities to lacilitate student 
progress in pataprolessional and middle-level lechnoloKJcal 
field*. 

Ihese developments are contributing to the expansion ol 
opportunitv in postsecondary education tor many students 
both tor those who transler directly upon completion ot 
C4>in!nuimy college work and tor those adults who desire to 
advance their car**cr capabilities. These trends have been 
accelerating in the past decade and undoubtedly will have an 
etiect on the claim that the technical programs in two-year 
mstitiitions are "terminal'' in the sense of bringing a stu- 
dent's postsecondary education to an end. 

This report is a sampling of coordinated planning activi 
tics now taking place in the South. It is believed that the 
information will be oi interest botli to state agencies in 
postsecondary education and to institutions where condi- 
thHis are tavorable tor joint planning between two-year and 
lour-year institutions to coordinate course sequences leading 
to baccalaureate degrees in technical fields. 

Winfrcd L. Godwin 
President 
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With iho d'.'vcldpiiient ol public two year comnunity 
and lunuif nUlojjcs in niosl ol tlie Soutliern !iuic%,u 
sot»n bccaino *ippjifni that arliLulatum ot instruc- 
tkinal piotsunis was L*NNcntial tor the snunith translcr 
stuilt*nt!i tioni lunioi to wiiini mstilutions Karly artkulalhm 
agreements wcce nukcrnod ptiinaiilv with general education ' 
requuenuiits hir the baccalaureate degree, ditierences often 
resulted u\ a li»ss of credit for the transfer student or in the- 
necessity lo take addilii>nal underclass courses 

J oi example, as early as 1^)59, an attempt was made m 
Flonda to define statewide articulation patterns in public 
pti^itsecondary mstitutions. Yet continuing transfer problems 
arose and, m tw^?, the slate imliated an effort to reach a 
unify mg agreenieni This wt>rk led to the establiiihmcnt m 
1*^71 ul a statewide agreement which included the creating 
of an Articulation CiuKdinating Comnuttee with a limited 
amount of legal authority for •.onlinuous evaluation and 
review atid modification of the agreement. Both the state's 
Board of Regents for the university system and the Division 
of Community Colleges have representation on this 
^'ommittee 

For many years, however, a sdiarp distinction was made in 
Florida and nWiy other states between general education 
courses, which were transferable, and vocational or technical 
courses which were regarded as 'terminal" and non transfer- 
able, Tlie use of the word ' terminar' has resulted in two 
meanings one indicating that the program does lead to 
preparation for entering the labor market at the end of two 
years of training, and the other implying that the completion 
of a terminal program ends the student's postsecondary 
education. ^ 
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In recent years it has become increasingly evident that our 
technological society requires a wide range of advanced 
technical training beyond the two-year level In areas such 
as allied health professions, engineering technologies, and 
business administration, there is a need for competent 
middle-level personnel at the baccalaureate level or even 
beyond. It is, therefore, not surprising lo discover that 
planning for articulation between two year and four-year 
institutions m many states is now expanding to include a 
wide variety of technologies and carcer-orienteti fields. 

The purpose of this report is to identify transfer agree- 
ments which are now operational or under study in a number 
of the Southern states. Inquiries were sent to the stale higher 
education agencies, both for senior institutions and for 
community colleges, in the 14 SRtB states. The replies 
constitute the major source of information included in this 
report. The information is not comprehensive or inclusive, 
as there are probably other efforts under way which were 
not reported. However, over 50 types of coordinated 
programs through which students might move from com- 
munity colleges into senior institutions in technical and 
csreer oriented fields were discovered, 

Moit of the joiiit amntemeiits are niade on a basis of 
"two plus two*' yean; but a number of four-year institutions, 
which also offer associate degrees, have included some ''one 
plus one'* programs through which the student may take 
the first year at the community college and the second at the 
university where the student receives the associate degree. 

Many states reported planned course sequences in health- 
related fields, including the following career areas: 

allied health health administration 

dental hygiene health education 

I 



hearing and sfuech sufm c 
kinesi(}l(Ji(\' u lem <• 
nu'iiual tei'hfioL^i^v 
nunmg 



phannacy 
physical therapy 
podiatry* assistant 
raUiohgical technt^ogy 



Busuie^s» jJnuniitrjtiun pFugranis, m addition' to the 
liaditional gcntMiil business majors, such as accounlnig and 
marktMinK. uwludc ariiculalion agreements in the following 
spocitic lidds 



insurance 
real estate 
textiles marketing 
transfyortation 



banking 
fmanee 

hotel and restaurant 

management 
information syatems 

management 

In the area oi siKial and liunian resources services, the 
tollowmg programs were cited: 

criminal justice recreation management 

early ehildhiHjd education stx ial work technician 
police science 

C'ourve sequences for transfer were named in a wide 
variety of technolojiical fields: 



agricultural technology 
architecture technologies 
aviation maintenopice 

technology 
building construction 
cartography technology* 
chemical technology 
civil engineering 

technology* 
climate control technology 



computer science 

technologies 
dietetics 
fire Sciences 
forestry and wood 

technology 
housing and interior design 
industrial arts 
industrial engineering 

technology 



library technology mechanical drawing and 

machine shop technology design technology 

manufacturing technology mining technology 
mass media 



At both the state agency level and among institutions, the 
agreements showed a far greater flexibility for the transfer of 
credit than was visible ten years ago. For example, many 
te(:hnical courses which in tne past would not have been 
transferable are now accepted as elective credit for a bacca- 
laureate degree. 

There is wkfer acoeptance of **inverted prograim^* through 
which technical students from the community college may 
complete their general education at the university, in 
addition to some additional work in the major Held. This 
change is due in part to a move away from the position that 
genera) education must be taken at a specified time in th« 
first two years of college education. Another trend fof 
assisting technical students who transfer is the provision of 
credit by competency examination in basic courses involving 
skiUs. 

In 1975, the University of Alabama published its first 
Guide to Equivalence and Thmsfer of Junior College Crediii. 
A second edition appeared in 1977, and a supplement to thait 
edition was issued in 1978. Tlie document lists each course 
taught in Alabama junior colleges; indicates in which institu- 
tions each such course is offered; gives the University of 
Alabama equivalent course number; and defines the apfrfi- 
cability of each course to a degree in each of nine schods 
or divisions of the university. There are many courses not 
offered by the university which are accepted as elective 
credits in a number of schools and divisions. For example, 
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such Li>uiWN d\ materials u iencc jiiJ mechanics ^i>J matvnals 
are avicplcU js olccuvc ciedit iti all divisions except l\uiio 
cconotwics 

Olhci cxampK'N in Alahamj include accepting credits \\\ 
bttroduvtiim to law cnjorccment in juvenile justice 
prtK'ess as elective credit m all divisions Correctiims phness 
is Ktven elective credit in most divisions, and tins course as 
well A% police repnt^t writmg arc accepted as cleclives by the 
School o\ Nuisuig, Ihree ^oai),*:^ \i\ advance J me Jical rec<frd 
Uience are assigned elective credit bv theSchotil ot Nursing, 
Data pfticessing courses in hortran programminf^ arc Kivcn 
credit as electives hv all divisions ot the university and 
allowed as credit on a tnajoi m the Schools of I ducalion and 
Engineering:. In tlu*se cases, the courses do not substitute lor 
required course^ in the nujoi field but are acceptable as 
elective credit tor meeting* the total hour jequuements in the 
niajpr. 

Similar fkxibility was reported in Kentucky. Maryland, 
North Carolina, and Florida, In addition., some vocationai 
course^i taken in state area vocational schools are accepted 
-'for credit on transt'er ii> community alleges and to senior 
universities oKering the associate m science degree. 

Theie is little uniformity in the joint arrangements. For 

example, in Kentuckv . rat/zri/oj^/Va/ technology^ is primarily 
a ''one plus tnte'* a>:reement culminating in an associate 
degree at the university, in Maryland, the program is usually 
a "two plus tw(»*' agreement leading to a baccalaureate. 

The greatest number ot specific agrecHients between 
community colleges and stumor inst'tutions was reported in 
those states m whicli the stale higher education agencies have 
played an impoftant mlc hy encouraging their development 



and by pnwidmg a frame ot reference in terms of broad 
policies applicable to such agreements. 

f i)r example, in March of 1*^78, the Kentucky Council on 
Miglier I ducation, assisted by the Kentucky Higiier tduca- 
iion Assistance Authority and by the C ouncil of Independent 
Kentucky Colleges and Universities, published a Transfer 
duide fi)f Students Moving Between or Into Kentucky 
Colleges and Universities. I his guide includes information on 
existing articulation agreements between lunior and senior 
institutions in l*> of the technical fields listed above, and the 
agreements also include transfer understandings establislted 
with a number of private institutions. 

A 1976 mandate by the Governor of Kentucky calling for 
articulation between vocational and college programs gave 
added impetus to the process. Through its Statewide Articu- 
latioa Committee, the state is now working to encourage 
additional program articulation agreements, to publish course 
equivalency guides, to improve mechanisms at each insiitu* 
tion to deal with transfer problems, and to facilitate the 
overall transferring process. The committee is also studying 
how some courses taken at the state's vocational technical 
schools can be converted from clock hours into credit hours 
fi>r courses which may be transferable to the receiving 
institution. 

In Maryland, the State Board for Higher Education and 
the Stale Board for Community Colleges ir.dicated that a 
wide range of technical and career-oriented programs have 
been articulated between the 16 community colleges and 
each of the /our campuses of t!ie University of Miuryland. 
Rach community college publislics an outline of itr agree- 
ments with each of the four campuses, showing which 
courses, in addition to general education courses, may be 



taken at ihe commuiiity college (oi tran&fer to univeisity 
LUiriculdf programs Wlurrc a ?iludenl can remain at a 
cunuiiuiuly college tor two years without ri4c o( delayint; his 
graduation, a iwo year piograni is outlined. Where a iludenl 
stuHild noi remain moie tlian one year ai the community 
ct>llege. a one-year oullme o! courses is suggested. 

A unu|uc lealure ol ihe Maryland planning is the assign- 
ment ot a p,rUcular upper level technical program tor 
iraiister to t»iily one ot the tour campuses, making it possible 
U>r the slate to provide a diversity of opportunities lor 
transfer in technical ttelds and to minimi/e duplication. For 
example, at the College Park campus, transfer arrangements 
witli the community colleges include programs in computer 
siicmvs, irimintflt>fi}\ fire uieme. engineering technology, 
allied health, hearing an J speech sciences, housing and 
interior desigft, inforf iation syste s and management, mass 
media, kinesiological sciem^^ orary* science, recreation 
managentent. textiles, markettr.^, and vocationalindustrial 
educatiim. 

At the Baltiim)ie City campus, the transfer programs are 
in die health science^ and include dental hygiene, medical 
technology, nursing, phartnacy, physical Uierapy, and 
radiologic technique At the Itartimore County campus, 
tiansltff programs in early childhood education, social work. 
and visual and perjonning arts aie listed. At the University 
of Maryland tastern Shore, building construction and 
industrial arts are identified. The curricular roles of the 
l astern Shore campus are under review, and it is likely that 
additional articulated programs in technical fields may 
emerge. 

As stated above, the Florida Artkulation Agicement of 

1*>7| is administered by tlie Articulation Coordinating 

O 4 ' 
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Committee. The efforts of this committee have not stifled 
local initiative in the formation of agreements between the 
individual universities and feeder community colleges, \but It 
has provided a fnnie of refeienoe in the formation of feami 
policiei iwd in projecting joint ananfementi and a 
, mechanism for statewide review of proposed joint agiM* 
ments* The following list of transfer programs illustrates the 
wide diversity of programs for movement from community 
college! to senior institutions: 

Florida A&M University, in cooperation with ' 
Miami-Dade. Hillsborougli, and St. Petersburg Com- 
munity Colleges, has provided a jointly planned 
sequence providing for movement of students to the 
university in architecture. Planning is now under way 
for a similar arrangement with Miami-Dade in building 
construction technology*, 

• The University of Florida, with feeder community 
colleges, provides programs leading to a baccalaureate 
degree in technology* and to degrees in allied health 
and nursing. 

Florida Atlantic University, the University of South 
Florida, and ' the University of West Florida have 
programs with feeder community colleges in computer 
sciences, crimimi justice, nursing, and allied health. 

The University of West Rorida has Arrangements 
with feeder community colleges in ifidustrial arts, 
home economics, business education, and industrial 
technology. 

The University of .South Florida has agreements 
with St, Petersburg. Polk, and Hillsborough Com-' 
munity Colleges in fire sciences, leading to a degree in 
political science or in humatt resources. 
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Ht)iiil;i ( I'lilral JiJmvcfsiiy\ [^ru^rjin includes 
mciils with lilt* !itjte\ cominuinty ^.ullcgcs in nurstnn; 
can\ vnf(im'i'mti( tcchfutiiki(\ . wiili <iptiuns in di%i)^ft, 

Yhc Hmvcrsilv Nurili Mondj. working wiih 
Ht>iiib JunuM (\)|Il>v in JjcksiMivillLV lisis |i)inl |uo 
Krjtiis tn insurUfur, real csrafe, rranspitnutt<m, and 
finana: 

Ihf Soiiihcjs! Monda 1 ducjthMul C'i)nsurhu!n, 
LitnMstiii>^ of Honda InUTuational I'luvcrsily, Broward 
Coinnuinilv ( oIIc^lv anil Mianii Dade (\)iniminMy 
t'i>llc>'L\ has J higliU sophisiicak^l inrerinstilutional 
arrar.^i'niL'nl hu tialisk-r which includL-s a wide range 
ol lechnoh^gK al and cauvi iranNloi piogranis I his 
i>potatit>n will he described in nuue detail later in this 
rept)ii. 

The IK'partnieiu ot ConnuunHy I i»lleges id the North 
CiroUtui Stale Hoard ol I ducatioii wvuks with the ccMiiniuni- 
ty et)Ueiies and the iwo year technical institutes, both ol 
whith are included m aiuculutuMi agrt!enients wiili senior 
imtitutions \t techiikal tields**! inslrucluMi jhe departmcnl 
provided mtorniathui on Iransfer agreements which exist 
between most ot the campusi^s ot the Universily ol Hoxih 
Cari>lina system and cinnniurnlN eolleges and lechnical insti 
tutvs as well as tornial agreements ot these institutions with 
tour Hidependenl senior colleges \Jars Hill College: Camp^ 
bell Cpllegc, hlon College, and North Carolina Wesleyan 
Cuiietic. Policies related to transfer credit and the {dentifici^ 
tion of technical programs for which transfer is allowed aie 
•et by each institution. In ttiost cases, tfie technical programs 
lead to an asso^M iie degree in applied science in the two-year 
institution, and the hadielor ol technology or the bachelor 



ot science degree in tlie senior instititions Miist ol the 
arrangements with the private colleges are m the allied health 
tields 

The articulation agreements in technical fields are. tor the 
most part, between a senK>r institulton and any ol the stale's 
community colleges or technical institutes. However, two 
cluster arrangements with selected teeder institutions will be 
described later in this report. 

in 1972, the South Carolina (Onmhssion on Higher 
l.ducation approved a transter program by which graduates 
of elie state's technical institutes and colleges could transfer 
credit to South Carolina State College as candidates for tiie 
bachelor ot science degree in engineering technology. The 
primary liclds in which this work is oHereu are dvil engi- 
nciring tcchn<>log\\ mecHanical engineering technology, 
electrical engineering technologw and industrial education. 

A study ot\the graduates shows that most ot the students 
were transfers from tour ol the state's two-year technical 
colleges and from a number of senior colleges in South 
Carolina and in other Southern states. In (he staters only 
historically black public institution. South Carolina State 
College, it is of note that about one-third of the graduates in 
the technology program have been white students. Records 
also show a high rate of placement of graduates in positions 
with industry. 

In addition, a 197*) study by the South Carolina Techriical 
Education System indicates that live technical two-year 
colleges have developed formal transfer agreements with 
senior institutions both in South Carolina and in a number of 
other slates. In addition to transfer in engineering technology 
tlclds\ there arc some transfer arrangements for students' 
studying criminal justice. 
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Each four year public coUege in Virginu: h» been man^ 
daeed by the legidature to develop artkriilation agreements 
with the Virginia Community College Syitem. Some oi the 
Jijrocii.ciiK reporlcd hy ihe Virginia ( oininunny ( allege 
System iiuliidc arrjn^tMTients wMh senior institutions in sucli 
IicIJn iis on iHinhnx, cngincemtK technolox}\ nuning, potk e 
u ivfU i\ fire Si tern i\ jnd business aUmimrration. As a part ot 
Vtrginu N plan subniitlcd to the OMice U)r Civil Rights ol the 
IVpaitmcnl *)l llcaltli. Iducalion. and Wellare. special 
e!|iut\ are beiiiK nude tor its two historically black institu* 
tUMiN to stniLluu- irjiisler agreements wilh the community 
ctille^es m ihoir >:ci>giapliical regions. 

For the pa%t ten yean the Coordinating Board of the 
Te^a^ College and (Jnivenity System haa been giving atten- 
tion to the transfer of credit from the community and junior 
colleges^ to the nentor institutions. The Association ot Texas 
(\»lkges and Universities has been assisting in this project, 
i Atensiv^* ViOiK has been accomplished in the study of core 
curri.alar pjttcriis. not jusl in 5;eneral terms but in terms of 
specihc prt>gram areas, such as riminal justice, A survey is 
thtw bcMiig made \o identity specific sequential degree 
pioi*iam ariaiigcnK'nts which may exist in dillerent locations 
in tlie stale 

A number o| the pubhc universities ufler the bachelor of 
applied ails and science degree and enroll students who have 
completed the assoeiate ol applied science programs in 
tniupanonal cdiuatum m community colleges. The plan is 
lepiuted to be vvtuking well, and the question has been raised 
as tt) WiUMher some ot the other public universities might 
initiate simJar programs 

In l'> '^, tfie Coordinating lk>ard\ Division of Community 
( olle^ies and Coniuium^' hducatiim developed a proposed 



study plan for core curriculum and transfer of credit. While 
institutional initiative in developing cooperative arrange- 
ments between senior and junior institutions in particular 
locations is encour;;ged, it is felt that such planning should be 
witiiin a f ramework of policies approved by the Coordinating 
Board. The plan envisions the publication ot a document on 
core curricula for wide distribution. It is r'^cogni/ed that core 
curricula miglu diflcr among the various specialities which 
students would enter at the senior college level. The plan also 
recommends continuing monitoring and evaluation. 

The statewide devclopoKiu' of communit>' colleget in 
Arkansas, Tennessee, and ^^es Virginia has taken place 
comparatively itcently. 

The Arkansas Department of Higher Education reports 
that it has been working oi. the transfer problem between 
community colleges and senior institutions during the past 
few years. No statewide agreements have been reached. It is 
possible that transfer agreements in technical fields of 
instruction may be etnerging in local areas of the state. 

In Tennessee, interest in arrangements for articulation of 
community college programs with senior universities has 
been strong, and an articulation utudy was completed in the 
fall of P)78. At present the focus is upon articulation of 
general education requirements, but it is anticipated that 
coordination of instruction in technological fieldit will be 
reviewed in the near future. Meanwhile Tennessee Techno* 
logical University and Shelby State Community College have 
instituted a "live and learn'' plan by which students in 
engineering and business administration may begin their 
work at Shelby State and transfer to Tennessee Technologi* 
cal University in a number of specific areas in these two 
divisions. An unusual feature of the plan is that it covers a 
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five-year period wilh intcrniittent periods when the sludem 
has Si work exptyieiice in an industry or business appropnaie 
to his or her nij||i»r tield ol interest Several other community 
colleges may al/» participate in this procedure 

in West V|i|;inja, according to the Board ol Kegents, 
community college components were established witinn 
lomc ot the senior insfitutu)ns No spccitk transter agree 
mcnts between community colle^jes and senior institutions ni 
technological fields were reported 

In Georgia, th#* Biiard ot Regents has t^stabli&hed the out- 
hne ol a basic core curriculum wluvh students may take in 
planning to transter io any ot the state's public universit»::s 
or coll<?ges. 

tach comituintty college in Mississippi has its own ;;overn^ 
ing board. Public universities work closely with the :wo-year 
tnstituiions, and any transfer arrangements between com* 
munity colleges and seiuor institutions are developed by the 
institutions rather than through state plannia^. For example, 
the University 4)1 Si>uihern iClississippi has j **two plus two" 
transfer plan with Gu\\ ( oast Junior College in such fields as 
computer wimce h'chnolog}\ real ettate, construction 
technaltpgy, criminal justice, and in Justrial technology. It is 
quite possible that similar arranv^^^nients may exist in otb^r 
parts ol the state 

In Louisiana, there is no system of community colleges 
Statewide, but Oelgado Junior College in New Orleans is a 
fully comprehensive .ominunity college, Delgado has been 
working witli Southern University in New Orleans since 1977 
in exploring and establishing joint progrinis leading to the 
bachelor of technology degree to be awarded by Southern 
University in New Orleans. As a part of tiie state's recently 



developed master plan for its institutions, the Board of 
Regents has approved awarding i)f the bachelor of tech 
nology decree by Southern University in New Orleans, and 
these tWf) institutions expect io have joint programs in opera- 
tion hy m\. 

Pelgado Junior College also has a formal igreement with 
O.if Lady of Holy Cross College, one purpose^ of which is 
* lo develop areas of cooperation in academic and v( cational 
and technical curricula, and to promote career education.'* 
The joint progran) has been in operation since 1974. At 
present 58 students from Holy Cross are taking work at 
Delgado, and 72 Delgado students are taking work at Holy 
Cross. The fact that one of the Delgado campuses is near to 
Ou: Lady of Holy Cross has facilitated this development. 

For the most part courses taken at st'^te vocational schools 
have not lieen transferable. Hxampks of this form of transfer 
have, however* appeared in Kentucky and in Alabama. 
Northern Kentucky University is now developing an articula- 
tion agreement with Northern Kentucky State Vocational- 
Technical School. The planning is being carried out by a joint 
council from the two institutions. In a recent statement the 
council reports: 

The growing trend points to the need to recognize 
occupational competency measures as a means of 
granting advanced standing for credit toward an asso^ 
ciate degree. Competency assessment provides evidence 
to establish standards on a broad basis and remove 
some of the barriers that currently make it extremely 
difficult for vocational graduates to pursue advanced 
studies and earn degt^es. Furthermore, it provides the 
evidence necessary to encourage qualified persons to 
strive for professional development. 
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Ilk- couiuil hjs ^lioscn nttH htnc sh(ff\ aiu! mafiujai furift^ 
U'ihnnit>i^y 4n (he prn^raiii> for tlu' iintial |)hasc ol llu' jiluu 
latioti pmcfss A complete fiHii year packai;e in indmtnal 
i'duiutum luN hocii prcwniod to \\w KiMUuLkv (' .uncil on 
Hi^lifr IiliicatiOM lo! review and jcwcptance as a bacea-. 
lamoale ik-iiioo piouiam at Nurlhorn JCi'ntuckv I nivcrsil>\ 
with sonic ui ifie cffvlns beni>: vahdalcd ttotn tho leLhnical 
whool 

A "oiic |>his one' arian^onuMit has boon oslahh^licd 
botwivn Atc\aniliM Sialo Junioi ( ollo^c a»d Nnnnolley Slate 
lechincjl i Olle^c in Alabama thai technical courses at 
llu* lattci aie acccpieij U>r an asstviate decree in ihe |unu»i 
college Hisliop Stale Jiinioi ( o|lei:e and Southwest Icchnical 
College ha%e a snnilar airan^einent, 

A numturr of unii|ue programs at the local l«vei were 
rrported. I he Regional Technical Institute of the University 
of Alabama Schtud ot Applied Health in Birniinglum has a 
2&tjtewuie a^ieeintni with Cinnniunily and |unior coilegcs ^n 
Alabama whereby a student receives one yeai of general, 
education at a KKal junior college and then attends the 
Regional lechnical Institute for a calendar year to receive 
specialized training in one ot ii distinct programs in allied 
health. Tlii* junior college awards the associate degree, and 
the Institute prepaies the student to take state licensure 
examinations in the spacitlc field of training. This arrange- 
ijieni has been extended to incllide some private institutions 
in Alabama and to include some similar arrangements with 
msiituiions outside of Alabama. 

Two campuses of the University of North C arolina System 
have establislied articulation programs with unusual features. 



Appalachian Staic University is working closely with two^ 
year institutions, both coimnunily colleges and technical 
instiluies, in ils service area located within 100 miles of the 
cainj)us Its bachelor of technology degree is described as 
"an inverted degree program** through which the student 
from the two year inslitutum c Miipletes a major part of his 
teclinica! training there and completes general education 
course requirements at Appalachian State whilf iUso taking 
sonie upper level courses related to the major field. The 
unusual feature is that the transfer student must tdke a 10- 
credit-hour program in a teaching internship. The fUracticum 
takes place in a community cuHegc or a technical institute on 
a full-time basis. It is reported that a substantial number of 
graduates find employment as full- or part-time instructors 
in technical institutes and community colleges and also in 
business and mdustry where their competencies in training ^ 
persons in technical skills prove to be a valuable asset. 

Administrators of Western Carolina University believe that 
there is an obligation to the people iii surrounding counties 
to make available certain academic programs which enaA>to 
working adults to upgrade their employment status and 
eventually earn a bachelor of si^ience degree throijgh con- 
tinuing education classes. Four two-year institutions partici- 
pate widi the university in this program: Western Piedmont 
Community College, Wilkes Community College, Caldwell 
Community College and Technical Institute, and Catawba 
Valley Technical Institute. For the most part participants are 
graduates of o c of these four institutions. The untvemity 
offers the upper-level courses on the centrally located 
campus of Western Piedmont Community College. The work 
of fered is in the fields of industrial technology and buiineu 
administratiofL 
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Regular workshops lor taculty and adininislraiius are 
ctwidueted by tlie (^Misoriiuni in curriculum plannmg, 
mslruchonal leclmupies. and especially in counseling and 
advisement, ihrongh an mier-campus computer system 
ariangement. transcripts and other intorniatum can he 
instantly conimunicated liiMii one campus to another, 
lacihtatin^ transler and augmenting c«)unsehni: and advise* 
ment processes. 

Ihe ( onsortiuni ottke states that "there is an increasing 
iieed Ibi the public and private postsect)ndary inslituiiuns in 
Southeast riorida to coordinate their planning and coop- 
eratively offer educational progran)s and services/' The 
Consortium, therefore, is inviting other public and privite 
institutions into lull meinbership and cooperation, A special 
effort is to be made to serve the area 'Mn coordii .ui, non- 
duplicative, and continuous manners,*' 

The importance of providing information about joint 
programs in technical education to high school students, 
college fresfuncn, and especially to higli school and college 
counselors is widely recognized. Kvery time a new joint pro- 
tram IS designed, tlic Consortium. prepares a brochure about 
it and distributes it widely. Guides to equivalency of transfer 
credits; such as developed by the University of Alabama and 
the Kentucky Council on Higher hducation, cnabL st»;dents 
at an early time to know about the vaiicd options open to 
them. Institutional guides ab(Mit joint programs, such as 
those published by junior and senior colleges in Kentucky 
and Maryland, serve a similar purpose. 
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# It tt pvtictilariy importtni that minorify stud«rntf have 

* information about technical and carter-oriented programs 

which !nj> be iiniuicd at the communily ciillegc and 
i'MTipletcd *it tho wiai»r in^citutuui li i^, therefore, ot 
consider jble uilcrcsl thai clcwu hisloiicdlly Hack pubiic 



Tlic rapid develupinent ot stiuclurcd agreements 
hetN^eon two year and four-year niWitutiuns to 
tacilitdte (lansler of students in technical and career- 
oriented lields hjN raiH'd three i:isues to which attention 
!!hiu>uld he given. 

First, theie is little consistency m the bac(alitireate degree 
designations for the completion of technical programs of 
instruction. The bachehu o\ arts degree is seldom used. The 
two most common degrees arc the bachelor of science and 
the bachelor of technology. However, many institutions 
accompany these degrees by the designation of the field in 
whicli the student majored, such as "bachelor of science in 
nursing'' or ''bachelor of technology in civil engineering 
technology," A similar lack of consistency in associate 
degrees given by community colleges was found in a national 
study ot general education and associate degrees recently 
published by the American Council on Education,* How 
imfmrtant i% the attainment of consistency? Are there in fact 
any basic distinctions among these various designations? 
Would an ctfiirt to starrdardi/e degree designations lead to 
excess rigidity and less tlexibility? 
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colleges and universities are among the institutums listed by 
the states as participants in articulated technical instructional 
programs with community colleges. In some cases, these 
arrangeinenti are evolving as a pan of state plamung to 
increase desegregation in public postsecondary education. 



Tlie second prtiblem arising from the rapid expansion of 
of ferings such as those described in this exploratory report 
will certainly raise a traditional issue: the question of i 
proper balance between vocational courses and geneni 
education in undergraduate education. In most of the 
arrangements reported there is an awareness that the upper 
level instruction should include general education as well as 
advanced training in the major field. Cultural development ta 
an important ingredient in preparation for any career. The 
degree to which general education should be spectfted in rij^ 
terms or allowed some flexibility will be debated. 

Since many of these articulated programs are relatively 
new, tfierc is a need for evduation of remits. Does the com* . 
pletion of such programs really expand opportunity for 
advancement in the chosen field? It would seem that longi* 
tudinal studies of individuals completing programs would 
provide the desired information as well as furnishing a ba^ 
for improving the instructional patterns. 



* Sullivan, H. J. and Surit/, J. S. General Education and 
Associate Degrees, American Council on Education, 
Washington, D.C., 1978. 
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